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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet witl 

eing allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in 
■ previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate commui 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to ' 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . [3 This communication is responsive to July 7. 2003 . 

2. IE The allowed claim(s) is/are U9. 

3. IE The drawings filed on 07 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
"3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)H All b)C|Some* c)DNone of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. H Certified copies of the priority documents have beei 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application I 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: , 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) since a s| 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121 since a specific reference w; 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communicati. 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. ' 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892 ) 5D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

□ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

□ formation Disdosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), ^ £xam]ner , s Amendment/Commenl 

8|3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Application/Control Number: 10/614,662 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2818 

Response to Preliminary Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to Preliminary Amendment filed on July 07, 2003. 

2. Claims 10 -23 have been cancelled. 

3. Claims 1 - 9 are presented for examination. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Specification: 

■ New title: -- SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY DEVICE HAVING A METAL 
PLUG OR A LANDING PAD --. 

■ At page 1 , under the " Field of the Invention" section, insert: 
-- This application is a divisional of U. S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/096772, which was filed on March 03, 2002. -- 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 - 9 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-9 
allowable over the prior art of record because none of the prior art whether taken 
singularly or in combination, especially when these limitations are considered within the 
specific combination claimed, to teach: 
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Art Unit: 2818 

A semiconductor memory device having a second metal contact plug (fig. 5, 171 
(MCI)) connected to the first metal contact plug (fig. 5, 356 (MCO)) through the silicon 
nitride layer (fig. 5, 159) which is formed on the second insulating layer (fig. 5. 140); and 
among other limitations as cited in the independent claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Long K. Tran whose telephone number is 703-305-5482 
before January 08, 2004 or 571-272-1797 after January 8, 2004 . The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thu. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 703-308-4910. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306- 



Conclusion 



3329. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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